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On the valid publication of names of
mycobacteria
We are grateful to A. Oren and M.E. Trujillo for their precise clarifications. I admit that my knowledge
about the complex rules governing the nomenclature of prokaryotes is very limited and dates back to no
more than an year ago when, in reply to a manuscript of mine, a reviewer for the International Journal of
Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology invited me to read the papers of B.J. Tindall and co-workers [1, 2].
I am, at the same time, happy to read that A. Oren and M.E. Trujillo confirm the validity of what I
consider the backbone of our editorial [3]: “the old names remain validly published and anyone is free to
use them.” It is indeed this freedom of choice that allowed us to receive the aversion of a large part of the
clinician community against the splitting of mycobacteria among five genera and recommend to continue
using the traditional nomenclature based on the genus Mycobacterium only. A recommendation, in line
with taxonomic rules, that, in our opinion, allows to avoid confusion for the clinicians and harm for the
patients.
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